PREFACE

THE writer who seeks to describe a sequence of
events still fresh in the public mind sets himself
a formidable task. Politicians and administrators who
have offered no explanation of their actions are in
a position to contradict him on points of fact and to
challenge the accuracy of his conclusions. Yet, unless
some participant in the triumphs and disasters of the
period records his impression of their origin and effect,
posterity will be the loser. For memories are short
and a company of actors soon passes away.

Modern Egypt points the moral. Over her territory
the British Occupation is loosening its grip, and the
Anglo-Egyptian Civil Service is slowly disintegrating,
Of the early successes of England in Egypt, Milner,
in his book under that title, has left an imperishable
and truthful record; of the early failures, Wilfred
Blunt, in the Secret History of the English Occupation
of Egypt, has bequeathed an equally vivid though
bitter account. There remains yet to relate how and
why Egypt threw off the yoke.

This is the task I have set out to perform. I am
very conscious of my imperfections, I lack experience
in the art of writing history, and my share of shaping
the fortunes of Egypt under British guidance has been
a modest one. I have no other assets than those which